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World Cultures:  Mesopotamia and Egypt, Texts and History 
V55.0501  Fall 2005 

MW 9:30-10:45am  Silver 206 
Prof. Ogden Goelet 

Syllabus 
 
Course Description: 
 This lecture course will introduce students to the two great non-Western 
civilizations of the Ancient Near East—Egypt and Mesopotamia, where writing began—
and their significant impact on Israel, Greece, Rome, and, eventually, the West.  The 
course will examine aspects of these two civilizations through readings in ancient texts 
which illustrate both the historical developments and culture of the age.  Egypt and 
Mesopotamia will be compared and contrasted for developments such as urbanism and 
state formation, imperialism, religion, warfare, family life, trade and economy, kingship, 
the role of men and women, literature, cosmology, and art.  Above all, the lectures will 
explore literature in the broadest sense, including documents which might otherwise be 
simply classed as historical.  The lectures will be supplemented by section meetings 
devoted to exploration of the ancient texts.  Slides will be used to present various aspects 
of art, geography, and society. 
 This course has two goals.  The first and primary goal is to introduce you to 
ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia through contemporary texts in the hope that you will 
come to appreciate, in their distinctive voices, people and ideas which are both quite 
familiar and at the same time often quite alien to our world.  The second objective is to 
train students to analyze various aspects of these texts and then to write down in clear, 
effective language your thoughts about and reactions to the material you have read.  The 
ability to research, excerpt, analyze, and communicate well are essential skills that are 
fundamental to whatever interest or occupation you will pursue in life. 
 
Course Requirements: 
Writing projects: 

a. Short paper (four pages) on the problems of reading and interpreting ancient 
texts – 15% of your grade. 

b. Short paper (five pages) on comparison of cultural aspects or institutions of 
Egypt and Mesopotamia — 20% of your grade. 

c. Final research paper (10 pages), presenting an interpretive, yet documented 
analysis of one of the weekly topics – 50% of your grade. 

 
Participation in sections and class attendance: 

A quick use of basic math skills will tell you that this aspect of the course counts 
for the remaining 15% of your final grade.  The weekly recitation sections are designed to 
provide students with direction and analytical skills associated with the writing 
assignments.  They are also intended to help students understand puzzling aspects of the 
ancient world which they may encounter in their readings. You are studying a world 
which is not as close to yours as it may seem at first glance.  In order to help you 
understand the material, part of every recitation will be a one-page response paper related 
to one of the readings.  You will be required to do ten (out of thirteen) of these papers for 
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the course.  There will be a required visit—guided by the professor and preceptors—to 
the Egyptian and Ancient Near Eastern collections of a local museum.  The details will be 
announced in class. 

Failure to attend classes or recitations will considerably hinder your ability to 
write your papers according to your instructors’ expectations.  Your instructors (including 
myself) are there to assist you—take advantage of their help.  Attendance (and 
timeliness) counts in both class and in the delivery of papers.  In my years of experience, 
I have found that students often disastrously underestimate how much time and effort 
apparently simple tasks require in order to produce good results.  If you think that these 
are difficult requirements, wait until you have a boss! 
 
Texts and Readings: 
 The lectures for the course have been arranged in pairs so that a subject, or a 
group of related subjects, can be discussed each week.  You will notice that the weekly 
assignments have been divided into two main categories.  Appearing first are “Ancient 
Sources,” the focus of the course.  These are selections from ancient texts which will 
allow the ancients to speak on each week’s topic(s) in their own voices.  Of course, many 
of these texts will contain material which will relate to other subjects as well—The Code 
of Hammurabi (Weeks 2 and 6) is not only an important example of ancient law (Week 
12), it is also informative on the social stratification of Mesopotamian society (Week 2) 
and the religious rationale for monarchy (Week 3).  Similarly, the story of Gilgamesh is 
relevant, at least in part, to about to about a third of the course.  Many aspects of these 
ancient sources need additional background readings in order to be fully appreciated and 
understood.  Accordingly, the course also has a number of “Background Readings,” 
modern commentary on various topics mentioned in the original sources; these 
assignments are also required, even though not every lecture has been supplemented by 
background material.  These articles will make it distinctly easier for students to 
understand both the diction and subject matter of the ancient texts.  The Background 
Readings, furthermore, will be almost invaluable when writing papers.  Neither the 
Ancient Sources nor the Background Reading should be read simply for details, but 
rather to inform oneself about an aspect of the Ancient Near East.  This is not a “contents 
course.”  Although factual detail is important to your understanding of what you read, 
you will not be called upon to remember the information. Queen Hatshepsut (Week 6) 
conveys to you about the power of an Egyptian royal woman is the point of the 
assignment, not the dates of her reign, not her lineage, not the name of her chief minister.   
However, when producing a research paper, be sure to get your facts straight. 

Now, for the second part of the syllabus, the “Additional Bibliography,” which is 
available on the class website only.  These references are, as their name implies, 
additional material; they are not required, but I have provided them for those students 
who may be particularly interested in a given subject.  Following my practice of previous 
years, I shall make these available in a box at the Kevorkian Library.  Among other 
things, these readings supply some historical background to the personages and events 
you will encounter in the “Ancient Texts.”  Of course, like the “Background Reading,” 
these can be quite useful when writing papers, but don’t let “the tail wag the dog!” 
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Logistics and administration: 
1.  The professor: Prof. Ogden Goelet 

Office Kevorkian 305: 50 Washington Square South, corner of Washington 
Square South and Sullivan Street, entrance on Sullivan; third floor, end of the 
hall.  Mailbox in Middle Eastern Studies Dept. office, second floor. 
E-mail: og1@nyu.edu (the most reliable way of contacting me)—Tel: 998-8894.  
If I am not in, please leave a message on the answering machine.  Please leave 
your number s-l-o-w-l-y. 
No set office hours.  Drop in after class, but it will always better to make an 
appointment first to be on the safe side; appointments readily made. 

2. The Preceptors (Teaching Assistants): 
 Ms. Debbie Vischak:  dqv9386@nyu.edu 

Dr. Kathy Barbash:  Katbarbash@hotmail.com 
3. Class Web-site:  http://homepages.nyu.edu/~og1/ 
 This course will make heavy use of electronic resources.  We expect you to check 
the site before every class to keep abreast of assignments and various other course 
announcements.  For instance, before every lecture notes for that class will be posted, 
providing students with a convenient means for following the lecture and learning 
difficult terms.  From time to time messages will be sent out to the entire class by e-mail, 
so it is essential that you read your e-mail on a regular basis. 
4. Grading 
 The grading of papers will be a team effort, split between the professor and the 
preceptors, so that we each will have a feel for how individual students are performing by 
the end of the term.  Any complaint about a grade should be brought to me; I am even 
open to suggestions about papers I have marked.  However, I am normally not inclined to 
change grades, nor do I like the idea of a “redo” for a better mark, except in rare cases.  I 
and the preceptors will nonetheless be willing to encourage students and show them how 
to improve their work.  The assignments are not “do or die”—both I and the preceptors 
will be willing to read drafts, outlines, etc. for suggestions before final submission. 
 Late work.  May seem nice to you, but it is a real nuisance to the instructors.  
Accordingly, there shall be deductions for lateness. 
 Short papers: the grade will be lowered a grade fraction for late papers turned in 
within one week of the assignment (e.g. A to A-, A- to B+, etc.).  Short papers arriving 
more than one week will have the grade lowered a full letter grade (A to B, B+ to C+, 
etc.) 
 Final papers:  These must be completed on the due date.  Papers received in the 
week following the due date and on the day on which I am obligated to turn in grades for 
the course will be lowered by one full letter grade.  Special arrangements can be made, 
but only with the instructor’s approval. 
 A final word on grades:  Crises happen! (to euphemize the common expression).  
Tell me your problem as soon as possible and adjustments can be made.  Exceptions can 
be made for good reasons, but I must hear the situation/explanation from you.  I’m 
reasonable and can negotiate deals so that work can be turned in satisfactorily.  But don’t 
come “out of the woodwork” at the last moment. 
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Required Books: 
 Most of the readings will be from the following six books. The course emphasis 
will fall more on literary rather than historical aspects of ancient Near Eastern writings, 
yet two books have been selected in order to supply the necessary historical and social 
background.  Two works, marked with an asterisk, are optional, but might be particularly 
valuable for certain aspects of the course. 
Brewer, D.J., and E. Teeter, Egypt and the Egyptians (Cambridge and New York: 

Cambridge University Press: 2000) Required, Please order. 
*Dalley, S., Myths from Mesopotamia (London and New York; Penguin Books: 1989). 

(Optional; of particular value for those interested in Gilgamesh and other ancient 
Mesopotamian myths) 

Foster, B.R., From Distant Days. Myths, Tales, and Poetry of Ancient Mesopotamia 
(Bethesda, MD; CDL Press: 1995), abbr. Foster, From Distant Days 

Lichtheim, M., Ancient Egyptian Literature, two vols. (Berkeley; University Press: 1973 
and 1976) abbr. Lichtheim, AEL I and II. (Note: there is a third volume of this 
work, but this is not required for the course) 

*Manley, B., The Penguin Historical Atlas of Ancient Egypt (London and New York; 
Penguin Books: 1996), abbr. Manley, Historical Atlas. (Optional) 

Van De Mieroop, M., A History of the Ancient Near East ca. 3000-323 BC (Oxford: 
Blackwell 2004), henceforth Van De Mieroop, HANE. 

 
Supplementary Readings from Ancient Sources: 
 Each week we will examine a group of ancient texts related to the lecture topics. 
As explained above, these will be the focus of the course and provide the topics for the 
papers.  Although the material itself is required reading, students are not required to 
purchase the books from which these texts are derived.  (Considerable expense would 
otherwise be involved.)  The primary sources for these readings will be: 
Foster, B.R., Before the Muses. An Anthology of Akkadian Literature, two vols. 

(Bethesda, MD; CDL Press: 1993); this is the unabridged version of the work 
from which From Distant Days was drawn. 

Hallo, W.W., The Context of Scripture I. Canonical Compositions from the Biblical 
World (Leiden; Brill: 1997). 

Hallo, W.W., The Context of Scripture II. Monumental Inscriptions from the Biblical 
World (Leiden; Brill: 2000). 

Hallo, W.W., The Context of Scripture III. Archival Documents from the Biblical World 
(Leiden; Brill: 2002). 

Pitchard, J.B., Ancient Near Eastern Texts Relating to the Old Testament, 3rd Edition with 
Supplement (Princeton; Princeton University Press: 1969), abbr. Pritchard, 
ANET3. 

Sasson, J., Civilizations of the Ancient Near East, four vols. (New York; Scribners: 
1995), abbrev. CANE.  This work is available in the Reference Room of Bobst 
Library. 

 
WEEK 1 (Lectures 1 and 2) – Ancient Sources (Introduction to the ancient attitude 

towards their history): 
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Pritchard, ANET3: “The Asiatic Campaigns of Tuth-mose III,” 234-241; “Tut-ankh-
Amon’s Restoration after the Amarna Revolution” 251-252; “Treaty Between the 
Hittites and Egypt” and “Treaty Between Hattusilis and Ramses II,” 201-203. 

Lecture 1  Introduction, Administration; Climate and Geography (Sept. 4) 
 Introduction and administrative points; What are we studying and where is it? 

Was there an Ancient Near East?; The terms “Egypt,” “Mesopotamia,” “Ancient 
Near East” in this course; Where does the Biblical tradition fit into this course?; 
Climate and geography—the pros and cons of deterministic viewpoints. 

Background reading: 
Van De Mieroop, “Introductory Concerns,” Chap. 1 in HANE 1-16.  
Brewer and Teeter, “The river, valley, and desert,” in Chap. 2 in Egypt and the Egyptians 

16-26. 
Lecture 2 A Sketch of ANE History, and the Ancients’ Attitude towards the Past (Sept. 9) 
 Is there an “Ancient Near East”?; how we study and write about the Ancient Near 

East; the sources for this course; the king as the focal point of society; ethnic and 
national self-definitions. 

Background reading: 
Postgate, J.N., “The written record,” Chap. 3 in Early Mesopotamia. Society and 

Economy at the Dawn of History (London and New York; Routledge: 1992) 51-
70. 

 
WEEK 2 (Lectures 3 and 4) – Ancient Sources (Humanity’s place in the cosmos; The 

organization of society in the Ancient Near East): 
Dalley, S., “The Epic of Gilgamesh [Tablets I and II],” in Myths from Mesopotamia 

(Oxford 1989) 50-63; M.T. Roth, Excerpts from the Code of Hammurabi in Law 
Collections from Mesopotamia and Asia Minor, 2nd ed. 121-127 (§§196-243); 
Lichtheim, “A Spell from the Coffin Texts,” AEL I 131-133; “The Instruction 
Addressed to King Merikare,” AEL  I 97-109. 

Lecture 3 Classes, Society, and Economy (Sept. 11) 
Class structure in the Ancient Near East:  the king and his family, the elite and the 
nobility, priests and merchants; the scribes and common people; slavery in the 
Ancient Near East; the occupational stratification of the common man; the scribe 
as our window. 

Background reading: 
Brewer and Teeter, “The government and the governed,” in Egypt and the Egyptians 

(Cambridge; Cambridge University Press: 1999) 69-83. 
Van de Mieroop, M., “Social Organization,” Chap. 5 in The Ancient Mesopotamian City 

(Oxford; Clarendon Press 1997) 100-117. 
Lecture 4 Introduction to the Ancient State (Sept. 16) 
 The territorial state; the city state; the vassal state and the colony 
Background reading: 
Trigger, B., “Ancient Egypt in Cross-cultural Perspective,” in J. Lustig, ed., 

Anthropology and Egyptology. A Developing Dialogue (Sheffield 1997) 137-143. 
 
WEEK 3 (Lectures 5 and 6) –Ancient Sources (The rationale for rule and the origin of 

the world order): 
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Pritchard, ANET3: “The Sumerian King-List” 265-266; ibid. “The Assyrian King-List,” 
564-566; Lichtheim, “The Eloquent Peasant,” AEL I 169-184; “The Stela of 
Sehetep-ib-re,” AEL I 125-129; Foster, “Flood Story,” From Distant Days 52-77; 
“Epic of Creation [Enuma elish],” ibid. 27-42. 

Lecture 5 Rationale for Rule (Sept. 18) 
 Egyptian world view and Maat; cosmological and political Maat; theories of  rule 

in Mesopotamia; law, justice and fairness; royal power, Maat, and stasis 
Background reading: 
Hornung, E., “The Concept of Maat,” Chap. 7 in Idea into Image: Essays on Ancient 

Egyptian Thought, E. Bredeck, trans. (New York 1992) 130-145. 
Lecture 6 Myth, Cosmology, and Ancient Philosophical Thought (Sept. 23) 

Cosmologies and Philosophy in the ancient world; the birth of speculative 
philosophy; the creation of the world; the position of man and the earth in the 
Cosmos; conceptions of chaos. 

Background reading: 
Roux, “The Gods of Sumer,” Chap. 6 in Iraq 85-103. 
 
WEEK 4 (Lectures 7 and 8) – Ancient Sources (Kingship, religion, and early urban 

society): 
Pritchard, “Gudea, ENSI of Lagash,” ANET3 268-269; M.T. Roth, “Prologue of The 

Code of Hammurabi,” Law Collections from Mesopotamia and Asia Minor, 2nd 
ed. 71-81; B.R. Foster, “Advice to a Prince,” From Distant Days 391-2; 
Lichtheim, “The Dedication Inscriptions of Seti I,” AEL II 52-57; “The Kadesh 
Battle Inscriptions of Ramses II,” AEL II 64-66 only. 

Lecture 7 Kingship in Ancient Society (Sept. 25) 
 A comparison of ancient religions with the Judeo-Christian and Islamic traditions; 

Types of Religion -- Divine and Royal, Funerary Religion, Popular Religion; The 
Gods and Humanity; “Church” and “State” in the ANE; The King’s religious role; 
The King as a God. 

Background reading: 
Brewer and Teeter, “Religion and Religious Practices,” Chap. 6 in Egypt and the 

Egyptians 84-94. 
Lecture 8 The Urban Setting (Sept. 30)  
 The comparison of urban life in Mesopotamia and Egypt; Cities and commercial 

life 
Background reading: 
Van De Mieroop, “The Near East in the Early Second Millennium,” and “The Growth of 

Territorial States in the Early Second Millennium,” Chap. 5 and 6 in HANE 80-98 
and 99-118. 

 
WEEK 5 (Lectures 9 and 10) – Ancient Sources (The elite in society: the king, the 

palace, and the temple): 
Pritchard, “In Praise of the City Ramses,” ANET3 470-471; ibid., “Banquet of 

Ashurnasirpal II,” 558-560; Lichtheim, “Stela of Amenhotep III,” AEL II 43-48; 
“The Tale of Sinuhe,” AEL I 222-235. 

Lecture 9 The King in his Palace (Oct. 2) 
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 Mesopotamian kingship; the substitute king; the king and his family; Palaces and 
display; Egyptian kingship and the palace 

Background reading: 
Postgate, J.N., “The Palace,” Chap. 7 in Early Mesopotamia. Society and Economy at the 

Dawn of History (London and New York; Routledge: 1992) 137-154. 
Lecture 10 The Temple in Society and the Economy (Oct. 7) 
 The question of the temple as part of the state; Practical and mythic concerns in 

the design of temples. 
Background reading: 
O’Connor, D., “The Social and Economic Organization of Ancient Egyptian Temples,” 

in CANE I 319-329. 
 
WEEK 6 (Lectures 11 and 12) – Ancient Sources (The lower orders of society and the 

position of women): 
Hallo, “Adad-gupi Autobiography,” The Context of Scripture I 477-478; M.T. Roth, 

Selections from The Code of Hammurabi in Law Collections from Mesopotamia 
and Asia Minor, 2nd ed. 105-120 (§§127-194); Foster, “The Poor Man of Nippur,” 
From Distant Days 357-362; Lichtheim, “The Satire of the Trades,” AEL I 184-
191; “Obelisk Inscriptions of Queen Hatshepsut,” AEL II 25-29. 

Lecture 11 The Life of the Farmer in Society and the Economy (Oct. 9) 
 The civil status of the peasant; landlords – institutional and private; some 

comparisons between Egypt and Mesopotamia in agricultural methods and the 
peasantry’s status. 

Background reading: 
Van de Mieroop, M., “On writing a History of the Ancient Near East,” BiOr 54 (1997) 

285-305. 
Lecture 12 Women in Ancient Near Eastern Society (Oct. 14) 
 The unusual power of women in a male-dominated society; Wives and daughters; 

Priestesses; Queens. 
Background reading: 
Feucht, E., “Women,” in S. Donadoni, ed., The Egyptians (Chicago and London; 

University of Chicago Press: 1997) 315-346. 
 
WEEK 7 (Lectures 13 and 14) – Ancient Sources (The life and times of the ancient 

scribe and the emergence of literature): 
Lichtheim, “Be a Scribe!” AEL II 167-175; “The Immortality of Writers,” AEL II 175-

178; “Why do you curse me?” From Distant Days 363-364; Hallo, “The Dialog 
Between Two Scribes,” “Dialog Between a Supervisor and a Scribe,” and “Dialog 
Between an Examiner and Student,” The Context of Scripture I 588-593. 

Lecture 13 The Scribe in Ancient Near Eastern Society (Oct. 16) 
 Literacy in the ancient world; scribal training; The scribe in Egypt and ANE; The 
question of patronage 
Background reading: 
Brewer and Teeter, “Language and Writing,” Chap. 8 in Egypt and the Egyptians 110-

124. 
Foster, “Introduction,” From Distant Days 1-8. 
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Lecture 14 Literature 1 (Oct. 21) 
 On translating ancient languages-they don’t have a word for that; Languages and 
writing – a brief survey; The question of register; Towards a definition of literature; The 
genres of ancient literature; Biographical inscriptions as literature. 
Background reading for Lectures 14 and 15:  
Posener, G., “Literature,” in J.R. Harris, ed., The Legacy of Egypt, 2nd ed. (Oxford 1971) 

220-256. 
 
WEEK 8 (Lectures 15 and 16) – Ancient Sources (The moral and instructional aspects 

of ancient literature): 
Lichtheim, “The Instruction of Ptahhotep,” AEL I 61-80; “The Instruction of 

Amenemope,” AEL II 146-163; Foster, “Legend of Naram-sin,” From Distant 
Days 171-177; ibid., “Wisdom,” 377-392. 

Lecture 15 Literature 2 (Oct. 23) 
 The genres of ancient literature; The narrative tale; Brief remarks on Didactic 

Literature; Poetry and songs ; Royal texts as a dominant type; Historical literature 
and how it relates to the Bible; Religious texts 

Lecture 16 Didactic, Wisdom, and Moral Literature 1 - Moral Philosophy (Oct. 28) 
 The development of didactic literature; The importance of the scribe and 

bureaucracy: proper behavior; The relationship of didactic literature and the ideal 
biography. 

Background reading: 
Lichtheim, M., “Didactic Literature,” in A. Loprieno, ed., Ancient Egyptian Literature. 

History and Forms. Probleme der Ägyptologie 10 (Leiden 1996) 243-263. 
 
WEEK 9 (Lectures 17 and 18) – Ancient Sources (More on ancient concepts of 

morality and their relationship with religion; Communication with those above, 
beyond and below): 

Foster, “Divine Speech,” From Distant Days 213-220; “The Poem of the Righteous 
Sufferer,” ibid. 298-315. 

Lecture 17 Didactic Wisdom, and Moral Literature 2 - Religious Concerns (Oct. 30) 
 The correct relationship between people, moral behavior and the Golden Rule; Is 

virtue its own reward?; Does fate have a role: fate and destiny; The relationship 
between god and man. 

Lecture 18 Religion 2 - Communicating with the Other (Nov. 4) 
 Communication between humanity and the gods: Dreams, oracles, and miracles; 

Communication between the living and the dead; Prayers and hymns; public and 
private. 

Background reading: 
Cerný, J., “Egyptian Oracles,” Chap. 6 in R.A. Parker, A Saite Oracle Papyrus from 

Thebes (Providence 1962) 35-48. 
 
WEEK 10 (Lectures 19 and 20) – Ancient Sources (The practical aspects of religion in 

everyday life): 
Lichtheim, “Three Penitential Hymns from Deir el-Medina,” AEL II 104-110; “Prayers 

used as School Texts,” AEL II 110-116; Pritchard, “Egyptian Rituals and 
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Incantations,” ANET3 325-330; “Akkadian Rituals,” ANET3 331-334; B.R. 
Foster, “Diviners’ Prayers,” From Distant Days 288-292. 

Lecture 19 Religion 3 - The Practical Concerns of Religious Life (Nov. 6) 
 Communication between man and god, the living and the dead; Cult and Religion; 

Temples; Offerings; Festivals and other celebrations; festival and myth; Personal 
and popular religion 

Background reading: 
Teeter, E., “Popular Worship in Ancient Egypt,” KMT (Summer 1993) 82-87. 
Lecture 20 “Magic” in the Ancient World (Nov. 11) 
 Foretelling the future and divining the meaning of the past; Magic and 

mainstream religion. 
Background reading: 
Farber, W., “Witchcraft, Sorcery, and Divination in Ancient Mesopotamian Thought,” in 

CANE III 1895-1909.  
 
WEEK 11 (Lectures 21 and 22) – Ancient Sources (Love, sex, and family): 
Lichtheim, “Love Poems,” AEL II 181-193; Foster, “Love and Sex,” From Distant Days 

331-354. 
Lecture 21 Love, Sex, and Birth (Nov. 13) 
 Love in Egypt and Mesopotamia; Sex for pleasure and sex for procreation; 

Coming into this world. 
Background reading: 
Brewer and Teeter, “Society and its expectations,” Chap. 7 in Egypt and the Egyptians 

95-109. 
Lecture 22 Childhood and Family Life (Nov. 18) 
 Patriarchal and matriarchal modes of familial organization; The position of the 

family in society and in religion; The child in society and as an autonomous being 
Background reading: 
Leemans, W.F., “The Family in the Economic Life of the Old Babylonian Period,” 

Oikumene 5 15-22. 
 
WEEK 12 (Lectures 23 and 24) – Ancient Sources (Death and the Afterlife; Law and 

Society): 
Foster, “When Ishtar Went to the Netherworld,” From Distant Days 78-84; “How Nergal 

Became King of the Netherworld,” ibid. 85-97; Pritchard, “Mesopotamian Legal 
Documents,” ANET3; 217-219 (a-f) and 222-223; Lichtheim, “From the Book of 
the Dead,” AEL II 119-132; “Three Harpers’ Songs,” AEL I 197; “A Harper’s 
Song from the Tomb of Neferhotep,” AEL II 115-116. 

Lecture 23 Death and the Afterlife (Nov. 20) 
 The Egyptian way of death; the cosmology of the afterworld; Class structure and 

the afterlife; The Mesopotamian view of the next world; Sin, Judgement, and 
Punishment—in this world and the next. 

Background reading: 
Brewer and Teeter, “The Quest for Eternity,” Chap. 10 in Egypt and the Egyptians 147-

168. 
Lecture 24 Law in the Ancient World (Nov. 25)  
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 Types of law ; Decrees and the promulgation of law; Law as a confirmation of 
societal order; Criminal law, Civil law, Common law; Trials, Judgement, and 
Punishments 

 
WEEK 13 (Lectures 25 and 26) – Ancient Sources (War, conquest, and imperial rule): 
Pritchard, “The Amarna Letters,” ANET3 483-490; “The Asiatic Campaigning of Amen-

hotep II,” ANET3 245-248; “Shalmaneser III. The Fight against the Aramean 
Coalition,” 276-281; ibid. “Treaty between Mursilis and Duppi-Tessub of 
Amurru,” ibid. 203-205. 

Lecture 25 Warfare and Conquest (Nov. 27) 
 The military, soldiers, and mercenaries in Ancient Egypt; The Mesopotamian 

military and way of warfare. 
Lecture 26 Diplomacy, Empires, and Vassals (Dec. 2) 
 Equals, Overlords, and Vassals. Prestige and Interest; Letters, emissaries, and 

diplomacy; The Question of ‘Empire’ in the Ancient World. 
Background reading: 
Van De Mieroop, “The Club of the Great Powers,” Chap. 7 in HANE 121-160. 
W.J. Moran, “Introduction,” The Amarna Letters (Baltimore 1992) xiii-xxxix. 
 
WEEK 14 (Lectures 27 and 28) – Ancient Sources (Bureaucracy, economy, and trade): 
Lichtheim, “The Installation of the Vizier Rekhmire,” AEL II 21-24; “The Report of 

Wenamun,” AEL II 224-230; M.T. Roth, Selections from The Code of 
Hammurabi in Law Collections from Mesopotamia and Asia Minor, 2nd ed. 85 
(§§23-24); Pritchard, “Trial for Homicide,” ANET3 547, no. 18 only. 

Lecture 27  Bureaucracy, administration, and economy (Dec. 4) 
Background reading: 
Berlev, O., “Bureaucrats,” Chap. 4 in S. Donadoni, ed., The Egyptians (Chicago and 

London; University of Chicago Press 1997) 87-119. 
Lecture 28 Travel and Trade (Dec. 9) 
 Rivers and caravan routes; Seafaring in the ancient world; Trade and exchange 

and their relation to the ancient economies 
Background reading: 
Astour, M.C., “Overland Trade Routes in Ancient Western Asia,” in CANE III 1401-

1420. 
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Class Times and Room Assignments 
 
Each section is an hour and 15 minutes): 
V55.0501 001 Lec M W 9:30 206 Silver 
V55.0501 002 Rct R 2:00 714 Silver (currently) 
V55.0501 003 Rct R 3:30 Tisch UC58 (currently) 
V55.0501 004 Rct F 9:30 25 W 4 C-11 (currently) 
V55.0501 005 Rct F 11:00 48 CS 118 (currently) 
 
 


