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CONVERSATIONS OF THE WEST: 
ANTIQUITY AND THE ENLIGHTENMENT 

PROFESSOR H. GOLDWYN 
SPRING 2010 – SILV 714 

V55.0403.01 – T/R 2 – 3:15p.m. 
 
This course begins with the early roots of Western culture: the Biblical, Greek and 
Roman traditions. Its aim is to acquaint students with some of the central themes and 
concerns which dominated antiquity and how these ideas came to be so influential in 
shaping the modern Western world. 

 
Our section of Conversations of the West – bridging a large historical jump from late 
Antiquity to the Enlightenment – will focus on voyage, geographic displacement, 
errantry, exile, discovery, the emergence of new borderland culture areas and a double 
consciousness which questions the obliquities of “belonging” (be it spiritual, geographic, 
ethnic or gender). 

 
We will examine key texts of Antiquity and the way in which Enlightenment thinkers 
revisited, reinterpreted, redefined and, at times, rejected their intellectual and cultural 
legacy. Much of the thinking in Contemporary Western Society has been profoundly 
affected by the Enlightenment, a turbulent and revolutionary juncture in the history of the 
Western world. 
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TEACHING TEAM: 
Professor Henriette Goldwyn, Department of French, 13-19 University Place, 6th floor, 
Room, 632. Tel:  212-998-8722. Office Hours: Thursdays 3:30 – 5:30p.m. hg3@nyu.edu 
    
Preceptors: 
Brian Sean Kilgo-Kelly, Department of French 
Office hours: TBD 
Email: bkk220@nyu.edu 
V55.0403.011   08:00am - 09:15am WS   TISC LC3   RCT 0.0 Kilgo-Kelly 
V55.0403.012   09:30am - 10:45am WS   48CS 102   RCT 0.0 Kilgo-Kelly 
 
Kevin Allen McCann, Department of French 
Office hours: TDB 
Email: kam561@nyu.edu 
V55.0403.013   08:00am - 09:15am WS  TISC LC4  RCT 0.0 McCann 
V45.0403.014   09:30am - 10:45am WS  TISC LC15      RCT 0.0 McCann 
 
Shannon McHugh, Department of Italian, Casa Italiana, 24 West 12th Street, Room 202 
Office Hours: Mondays 1:30-3:30p.m.  
Email: slm428@nyu.edu 
V55.0403.015   08:00am - 09:15am WS  TISC LC5  RCT 0.0 McHugh 
V55.0403.016   09:30am - 10:45am WS  BOBS LL142 RCT 0.0 McHugh 
 
 
READING LIST: 

1. Euripides I, Medea (ed. David Slavitt & Palmer Bovie), Philadelphia: University of 
Pennsylvania Press (Penn Greek Drama Series).  ISBN 0-8122-3415-4 

2. The Aeneid of Virgil (trans. Allen Mandelbaum), Bantam Books (A Bantam 
Classic), 1971.  ISBN 0-553-21041-6 

3. Plato’s Symposium (trans. Alexander Nehamas & P. Woodruff), Indianapolis: 
Hackett Publishing Co, 1989.  ISBN 0-87220-076-0 

4. Saint Augustine, Confessions (trans. Henry Chadwick), Oxford World’s Classic, 
Oxford University Press, 1991. ISBN 0-19-283372-3 

5. The New Oxford Annotated Bible (ed. Bruce Metzer & R.E. Murphy), New York: 
Oxrford UP, 1994. ISBN 0-19-528485-2 

6. Voltaire, Candide and Related Texts (trans. David Wootton), Indianapolis: Hackett 
Publishing Co., 2000. ISBN 0-87220-546-0 

7. Diderot, Rameau’s Nephew and Other Works (Supplement to Bougainville’s 
Voyage), (trans. Jacques Barzan & R.H. Bowen), Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing 
Co., 2001. ISBN 0-87220-486-3 

8. Françoise de Graffigny, Letters from a Peruvian Woman (trans. David Kornacker), 
MLA Texts & Translations, 1993. ISBN0-87352-778-X 
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TENTATIVE SYLLABUS 
 
JANUARY 
 
1/19  GENERAL INTRODUCTION 

 The Teaching Team. 
 Major theme: travel, exploration, geographical displacement, cultural migrancy, 

exile, diaspora, discovery, self-discovery, transnationalism, the “enigma” of the 
other. Different genres covered in the course, tragedy, epic poem, dialogue, 
narrative (stories), first person narrative (the confession as a genre), travel tales 
(satire, religious and political propaganda), letters, correspondence and epistolary 
form. 

 The Timeline. 
 
1/21, 26, 28 

 Analysis of Euripides’ Medea (complete) 
o Kingdom of Colchis: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colchis 

 
 Life in Greece, birth of drama, tragedy, mythology, the Greek Gods 

o Emergence/origin of drama (seasonal festivals) 
o Honoring Dionysus in 700 BC 
o Chorus/costumes/masks/dialog 
o The physical site 
o Acting/the plot/structure of the play 
o The tragic flaw 
 

 Aristotle’s Poetics (selections: section 1 in its entirety. In section 2, read only 
parts XIII and XIV and in section 3, parts XXV, paragraph 5 which is about 
Sophocles and Euripides and XXVI). 

http://classics.mit.edu/Aristotle/poetics.html 
 

FEBRUARY 
2/2, 4, 9 

 Introduction to Roman life, politics of the time (Augustus) 
o What is an epic poem? 
o Homer 
o How Aeneas differs from his predecessors, Achilles (The Iliad) and 

Odysseus (The Odyssey). 
 Analysis of Virgil’s Aeneid  (Books I, II, III, IV, VI, XII) 

o The destruction of Troy. Displacement and dislocation of the Trojans. 
o The emergence of new maps: borderland culture areas. An unmoored 

group of people. 
o Virtuous Aeneas, the leader, the “culture-bearer”, the son, the father and 

the lover. 
o The tale of the destruction of Troy by Aeneas 
o Dido and Aeneas 
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o The battle of the Gods 
o The Underworld 
o The new land, Latium 
o The last battle 
o An ambiguous ending. 

 
2/11 – First Speaker  
 
2/16 – First paper (3 pages) DUE IN CLASS on Medea or the Aeneid (5%) 
First quiz in class on Medea and the Aeneid (10%). Format of the quiz: short essay 

questions 
 
2/18, 23, 25 

 The Old Testament: Genesis and Exodus (Selections of Genesis: [1-18], [22-
25], [27], [28], [32], [37-41] & [45-50] and Exodus: [1-13], [18-25], [31-34] 
& [40] 

   
o Problems of translation 
o Analysis of the two creation stories 
o Early mankind: creation, good/evil, expulsion, the flood 
o The wanderings, the covenants and the code of laws 
o Belonging: the community vs. the individual 
 

 
MARCH 
3/2, 4 

 The New Testament: Luke (complete) and selections of Acts: [1-4], [6-10], 
[21-26] and [28]. 

o The teachings and healings of Jesus 
o Christianity emerging as a world religion 
o Universalism of Christianity 
o Martyrdom 
o Paul’s conversion, his travels and missionary work 

 
3/9 – Second Quiz in class on the Old and New Testament (10%). Format of the 
quiz: multiple choice. 

 
3/11—Second paper due in class on the Old or New Testament (10%) 
Second Speaker:  
 
The week of March 14 is SPRING BREAK (NO CLASSES). 
 
3/23, 25 

 Plato’s Symposium 
o Greek Philosophy 
o Dialogs 
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o The search for Truth and Beauty 
o The Whole (complementary self) 
o Socrates 
o Kevin’s presentation on the Symposium 

 
3/30 and 
APRIL  
4/1  

 Saint Augustine’s Confessions (Books I,II,VII,X) 
o Subjectivity (I am my own subject) 
o First-person narrative 
o Memory 
o The role of literature (epic poem and drama) 
o The will 
o Importance of conversion, the notion of Grace 
o Shannon’s presentation on the Confessions. 

 
4/6 – Third quiz in class on the Symposium and the Confessions (10%). Format of 
the quiz: short essay questions 
 
4/8 – Third Paper due in Class on the Symposium or the Confessions (10%). 
 
4/8 Third Speaker  
 
4/13  
LINK BETWEEN ANTIQUITY AND THE ENLIGHTENMENT. 

 Martin Luther and the Reformation, “the individual” 
 Pascal’s notion of Grace, “ the wager”. 
 Introduction to the Enlightenment (Read Kant’s the meaning of Enlightenment 

on the web). 
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/kant-whatis.html 

 
 Christopher Columbus and the metaphor of Space: new cosmologies, new 

worlds 
 The notion of Travel. Travel literature and its reception. 
 Religious wars (France, England and Holland). 
 Holland as a Refuge for religious exiles, freedom of the press. How Protestant 

ministers’ see their role as the last prophet, Ezekiel. 
 The new David, William III of Holland, becomes the first Protestant king of 

England. 
 Alliance of the Dutch and the British against France. Queen Ann, the apogee of 

England and the last years of Louis XIV, absolutism and the decline of France. 
 Battle over sea hegemony (commerce and colonialism). 
 The concept of Covenant and how it affects protestant theology and politics. 

Covenant Philosopher: John Locke (human rights, civil liberties and the right 
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to depose a monarch who has failed to uphold his share of the contract, 
legitimization of “regicide”). 

 Paving the way to the French Revolution. 
 
4/15, 20 

 Voltaire’s Candide (complete). 
o Deism, materialism, libertinage, 
o Dissociation of morality and religion, 
o The individual’s happiness in this world. 
o Pangloss’ optimism. 
o The oblique gaze 
o Use of satire 
o The Burlesque and the philosophical tale. 

 
4/22, 27 

 Diderot’s The Supplement to the Voyage of Bougainville (complete) 
o The Encyclopedia 
o Notion of utopia/eutopia, the Pacific Islands 
o Nature vs. culture: the myth of the “noble savage” (man is good in a state of 

nature and is corrupted by society – a literary construct through travel literature. 
o Women’s role in the Tahitian society (a procreation engine) 
o Paradox and Parody. 
o Brian’s Presentation on Bougainville’s text of his voyage. 

 
4/ 29 

 Mme de Graffigny’s, Letters from a Peruvian Woman (complete) 
o Impact of narrative fiction: the heroic novel/the epistolary novel 
o Literary Tradition of the tragic love letter 

• Ovide’s Heroides 
• Guilleragues’ The Portuguese Letters 
• Montesquieu’s The Persian Letters. 

o The critique of nation-ness and the imagined homogeneous singularity of 
national identity which insists on the autonomy, purity and/or superiority of 
“one’s own’’ culture. 

o The trope of Female abduction/abandonment 
 

MAY  
5/4 – LAST DAY OF CLASSES  
Fourth and final quiz in class on the last three Enlightenment texts (15%). The 
format is multiple choice. 
 
5/11 TUESDAY, Fourth and final paper due on Candide, The Supplement to 
Bougainville’s Voyage or Letters from a Peruvian Woman (10%). 
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What is expected of you during the semester: 
 
1. Attendance and class participation are required at all lectures and recitation 
meetings. The lectures set out the key directions and concepts of the course. They 
function in tandem with the recitations. Students are expected to have read each of the 
works on the reading list, be prepared for the discussions and participate actively in the 
recitations (20%). 

• Note: You must notify Prof. Goldwyn or your preceptor by telephone or email if 
you will not be able to attend a class because of a religious holiday or severe 
illness  (documented medical emergency). A failing grade may be assigned to 
any student with a combined total of three unexcused absences from lectures 
and/or recitations.  

 
2. Oral presentations and discussions in the recitation sessions: Since this is a very 
large class and the format does not lend itself to neither discussions nor oral 
presentations, each student will have the opportunity of speaking on his or her chosen 
topic in the recitation sections. Specific topics for oral presentations as a team project or 
individually will be discussed with your preceptors. I will attend some of these 
presentations. Preceptors will go over their class requirements in detail in their respective 
classes. 
 
3. Writing assignments give you the opportunity to formulate central insights 
encountered in your readings and improve your writing skills. There will be 4 papers in 
total (the first paper will be 3 pages long and will count 5% and the three last papers will 
be 5 pages long and count 10% each). 35% 
 
4. Quizzes: 4 quizzes in total (the first three quizzes will count for 10% each and the last 
quiz will count for 15%). Quizzes 1 and 3 will consist of short essay questions and 
quizzes 2 and 4 (final) will be multiple choice questions. 
 
 
Etiquette: 
 
1. Punctuality: You are expected to arrive a few minutes before class begins. If you 
arrive after the beginning of the class, you must take a seat in the front row of the 
auditorium or classroom in order to minimize disruption. Apart from emergencies, as a 
matter of courtesy to the instructors and your fellow students, remain in the classroom for 
the duration of the lecture or recitation. If you absolutely have to leave the classroom 
before the end of the lecture or recitation, please do so as quietly as you can. 
 
2. Course material: Please bring assigned books to every lecture and recitation. 
 
3. Food and electronics: Note that eating is not allowed in the classroom at any times 
and that the use of any electronic devices including portable computers is not 
permitted. As a rule, cell phones, blackberries and pagers should be turned off. If 
you are seen sending or receiving text messages or if one of your gadgets rings during the 
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lecture, you may be asked to leave the class and therefore lose the credit for attendance 
on that day. 
 
4. Voice messages: When leaving a voice message, please say your name slowly and 
clearly and mention that you are a student of this course. If you want to be called back 
and leave a phone number, again, please do so intelligibly. 
 
5. Email messages: Because of its speed and convenience, email communication may 
sometimes provoke misunderstandings. A sender’s friendly “joke” or lack of form may 
be interpreted by the receiver as a lack of consideration, especially if they have never 
met. For professional, study or work-related exchanges, a certain degree of formality is 
necessary to prevent embarrassing missteps. Communication with the professor or 
your preceptor should always be formal. Text messages sent from cell phones are not 
appropriate unless you can achieve the same standards as when using a full keyboard: 
 

1. In the subject line write “MAP” + a few words describing your request. Ex. : 
“MAP religious holiday related absence” 

2. The friendliest yet still formal way of beginning your message is with “Dear 
(name of preceptor)” or “Dear Prof.”. 

3. Write complete words and sentences paying attention to grammar and spelling. 
4. Read your message twice before sending it to make sure it is as clear and direct as 

possible and free of spelling and grammar mistakes. It is often good to put 
yourself in the position of the reader and ask yourself if any parts of your message 
could be misinterpreted. 

5. End with an appropriate greeting (“Sincerely”, “Many thanks”, etc.) 
6. Write your full name. 

 
Reading and Writing: 
 
1. Reading and identifying spot quotations: Spot quotations enable you to select key 
passages which shed light on and convey meaning to the entire work and also establish 
links within the text and with other texts on the Reading List. They also allow you to 
identify the form (how is the text written, in verse or prose, who is the narrator, is it a 
story or direct speech) as well as the context (role of the passage in the work) and its 
significance (what does the quotation reveal and how does it relate to the ideas of the 
work as a whole and to what other key passages can it be linked to)? Spot quotations are 
key for the written assignments. 
 
2. Writing Assignments (4): Papers present an argument which they develop. They offer 
the opportunity to formulate for yourself central insights encountered in the course and to 
improve your writing skills. There will be FOUR papers assigned to be written at home, 
with a choice of topics specified for each. They are clear, coherent and well-formulated 
(check your grammar, spelling and sentence structures).  

*** Preceptors will discuss at great length writing assignments*** 
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HELP: The NYU Writing Center, the College Learning Center and the Wellness 
Exchange. 
1. The Writing Center: Located on 411 Lafayette Street, the Writing Center offers 
individual consultation sessions for all NYU students (by appointment only). 
(212) 998-8866; www.nyu.edu/cas/ewp/html/writing_center.html 
 
2. The College Learning Center: This center provides tutoring, academic skills 
workshops and help with specific classes, paper writing, study skills, as well as review 
for exams.  All sessions are offered on a walk-in basis and feature tutoring by 
experienced upper-level students. (212) 998-8085; www.nyu.edu/cas/clc 
 
3. The Wellness Exchange: Professionals can help you deal with personal and health-
related issues. (212) 443-9999 (24/7 confidential calls); www.nyu.edu/999. 
 
BOBST LIBRARY: 

 Find a book, watch a movie, listen to a recording and more 
 Take a library class (schedule at Bobst: Info Desk, 1st floor) 
 Take a virtual tour of Bobst Library online. library.nyu.edu/research/tutorials 

 
 
 
PLAGIARISM: 
Plagiarism is a very serious offense and might jeopardize your career as a student at 
NYU 
Please read very carefully 
http://map.cas.nyu.edu/page/academicintegrity: (a) Statement on Academic 
Integrity and (b) Academic Guidelines. 
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SPRING 2010  - CONVERSATIONS OF THE WEST: ANTIQUITY AND THE  
ENLIGHTENMENT – V55.0403.001 – TR 2:00 – 3:15PM 
 

STUDENT INFORMATION (please print clearly) 
 
NAME: 
 
 
RECITATION SECTION NUMBER 
 
PRECEPTOR 
 
STUDENT ID NUMBER 
 
ANTICIPATED YEAR OF GRADUATION 
 
 
MAJOR PROGRAM OR DEPARTMENT (SCHOOL) 
 
 
MINOR 
 
LOCAL ADDRESS 
 
LOCAL TELEPHONE NUMBER 
 
EMAIL ADDRESS 
 
WHERE DID YOU ATTEND HIGH SCHOOL 
 
 
INTERESTS 
 
 
 
WHAT ARE YOUR OBJECTIVES IN THIS COURSE 
 


