
SYLLABUS 
 
 
Here is the list of assignments, class by class, for our ConWest section. We will read all of the Odyssey and the 
Aeneid but I will refine the assignments in most of the other books by emails to the class. Always bring the text 
to class: take notes and underline on paper; no open computers will be allowed. Nearly all the texts this year 
are online; the Aeneid is the one exception (though Montaigne in the Cohen edition will match our reading). 
 Some, such as the Odyssey, can be purchased as printouts from Unique Copies; others, like Heraclitus, you 
should print out yourselves.  Be in touch by email should you have some difficulty with an assignment: 
 
 
1. Heraclitus, fragments.  
2. Homer, The Odyssey, I-VI  
3. VII-XII  
4. XIII-XVIII  
5. XIX-XXIV  
6. Plato, Symposium 
7. Plato, Apology and Aristophanes, The Clouds. 
8. Plato, Phaedo to 77c.  
9. Plato, Phaedo to end and The Myth of the Cave from The Republic. 
10. Sophocles.  
11. Vergil, Aeneid I-III  
12. IV-VI  
13. VII-IX  
14. X-XII  
15. Genesis.  
16. Exodus.  
17. Gospel of Luke. Cf. Judas and Thomas excerpts.  
18. Acts and first and last verses of John.  
19. Augustine, Confessions I-V .  
20. VI-X.  
21. Some passages from Dante, especially on Vergil and Ulysses (=Odysseus).  
22. Montaigne, Essays. (See course documents memo on assignments.) 
23. Montaigne to end.  
24. Shakespeare, Selected Sonnets on Love.  
25. Selected Sonnets on Death.  
26. Shakespeare, Lear  
27. Lear cont'd. 
28. Review or makeup.  
 
 
 
 
 
Here is some guidance for you on our expectations, our grading and testing procedures, and class 
participation, including the schedule for what I will call your 'primary responsibility' days: 
 
I. EXPECTATIONS. We expect you to be in class for each meeting, prepared to comment on the readings for 
that day. We will take attendance by scanning a seating chart that we will soon hand out. This means that you 
should sit in the same self-assigned seat each time (there are only a few extra seats in the room). Be in touch 
right away by email if an emergency keeps you away on a given day. You will need to bring the assigned book 
or reading to class so that together we can examine particular passages with care. You will not be allowed to 
use your computers in class, for notes or texts. Quizzes will almost always require that you have the readings 
with you; this means that you will be at a disadvantage if you use texts or translations different from the ones 
assigned.  
 
II.TESTS AND GRADES. Grading will be as follows: 20% of the grade will be the grade you receive in your 
linked section of Writing the Essay; 20% will be for participation and attendance, including in-class quizzes and 
written responses, on paper or by email, occasional brief homework assignments and, finally, one sonnet due 



when we read Shakespeare's sonnets; 20% will be for the midterm exam, a take home with very specific 
questions and a fixed word limit; 40% of the grade will be for the final exam, a longer test than the midterm but 
again one with very specific questions and definite limits on the length of each answer.  
 
III. PARTICIPATION. 
 
We hope that you will often volunteer your ideas, in class and out. We welcome emails--always make them to 
both of us--with ideas that you may have had as you read or after discussion. In addition, we will make three or 
four of you 'primarily responsible' for each class. That means that I will call on you with my questions; you will 
not be required to make a presentation, only to try to answer a question or two put to the class as a whole. But, 
especially if you are shy, this gives you time to make a special effort to prepare. (Should you feel, after class, 
that you did not express yourself well, please write a follow-up email.)  
I will usually call first on those who are assigned to a given day--as well as on those who have not spoken 
often. If you find that you want to speak more often than I call on you, please realize that I value your 
involvement and commitment but also need to bring others who may be more reticent into the discussion.  
 
The list that follows coordinates the alphabet with class sessions, beginning with class 2. Find your name with 
its number and make sure to know when the number comes up, both on the calendar and in the syllabus of 
readings: 
 
Class 2. Ha Yeon Ahn, Alissa Ali, Sabina Ashbaugh, 3. Diana Bauza, Michelle Bowers, 
Jesse Braunstein, 4. Benjamin Burdick, Patrick Caddick, Ling Chan, 5. Erica Cheung, 
Stephanie Chin, Amy Cushman, 6. Michelle Dawson, John De Vito, Devan Earle, 7. 
Daniel Eiseman, Joy Elias, Peter Enzina, 8. Jacqueline Espy, Cristann Frazier, Emily 
Genser, 9. Elizabeth George, Aaron Gonsher, Maria Grigoreva, 10. Rahman Haq, 
Sarah Hendricks, Kevin Huber, 11. Thomas Huston, Christopher Johnson, Ryan 
Johnson, 12. Aaron Jones, Michelle Joubert, Claire Kerian, 13. Camila Kerwin, Min-Hye 
Kim, Ryan Kim, 14. Kenneth Kuo, Sylvia Kwon, Jessica Lam, 15. Susannah Lawrence, 
Katarzyna Lesko, Bronte Lord, 16. Leonid Lukyanov, William Lyle, Chelsey Lyman, 17. 
Kerry Lynch, Amber Lynn, Tori Metcalf, 18. Nadrah Mohammed, Michael Montuori, 
Mallory Mosner, 19. Margaret Myers, Ashley Noack, Adrian Noone, 20. Margaret 
Pfeiffer, Philip Posen, Cassandra Rangel,21. Asha Saluja, Anna Sanders, Michael 
Schneider, 22. Christopher Sennett, Walter Sheu, Hennie Shterenzer, 23. Martin 
Spasov, Andrew Tavin, Hannah Thompson, 24. Stephanie Torkian, Audrey Torricelli, 
Michelle Urman, 25. Ethan Van Buren, Carlos Velez, Max Wade, 26. Daniel Walsh, 
James Walsh, Emile Young. 
 
Contact information for me and Aaron Tugendhaft is as follows: TG, 510 Vanderbilt Hall (NYU Law School), 40 
Wash. Sq. S., 212-998-6379, tom.gerety@nyu.edu; AT, atugendhaft@gmail.com. Both of us will try to meet 
you promptly for individual out-of-class discussions. AT will have regular office hours and perhaps some review 
sessions.  Email either of us for a meeting, always including in your message three or four times and days 
when your schedule is free; that way we can work out a meeting in one exchange. (Should you have an 
emergency, whether personal or academic, please feel free to call me on my cell: 917-992-3503.)  

 


