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Class code V55.9549.001  

Instructor Details Dr Philip Woods 

philip.woods@tiscali.co.uk 

Tel: 0208 579 2174    

mobile: 07922046578  

Office hours immediately before and after class, and by arrangement via e-mail 
 
 

Class Details 
 
Spring 2011 
 
Tuesday 9:30-12:30 
 
Location to be confirmed.  
 

Prerequisites 
 
None 
 

Class Description 
 
This class meets the requirements of  NYU Cultures and Context (MAP)  courses in that it 
introduces students to an in-depth academic study of changing views of British national identity 
and culture, using a variety of primary and secondary sources. It starts  by examining  ideas that 
students themselves have of British national identity and questions how those images have been 
formed. It then reflects on how external images of Britain parallel or contrast with traditional views 
the British have had of their own national identity.  The idea of British national identity has been 
built around a sense of united statehood within the confines of the four nations comprising the 
United Kingdom, but also within the process of ruling  overseas territories. As such, it conveys a 
sense of a country ruled by monarchs, but developing into a democratic, constitutional monarchy 
over time and generally through peaceful, not revolutionary change.  The British have seen 
themselves historically as freedom-loving, independent, industrial, tolerant, Protestant and 
individualistic. These myths of national image have been forged partly through conflict with other 
nations over many centuries and reflect a nationalistic pride in military success and the 
maintenance of the largest empire the world has ever seen. Changes since 1945 have seen the 
collapse of that empire, membership of the European Union, large-scale immigration,  changing 
gender politics, and the devolution of power to Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales. This has 
inevitably led to major challenges to traditional  British views of their national identity. The course 
examines key turning points in perception of national identity, particularly the Second World War 
and the post-war development of a welfare state.  The cross-party consensus that developed over 
the post-war decades was strongly challenged by Margaret Thatcher’s neo-liberal policies. 
Ironically, Mrs Thatcher returned to many traditional views of national identity, although she may 
not have been in tune with the challenges to that identity which came from groups that had 
previously been hidden from or excluded from a British national identity. The course concludes by 
asking whether the British concern with national identity is unique  or reflects common concerns in 
a globalised world.  It looks at the way that politicians have intervened in the debate and asks 
whether this is practicable  or indeed fruitful. 
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This course will examine critically the national myths which remain powerful even today. It will 
require students to engage directly with primary materials, including texts, films and videos, 
portraits and novels. Fieldtrips to key sites, representative of a changing British identity,  will also 
be an important feature of the course. 
There will be an emphasis on engaging with primary sources wherever appropriate. 
The teaching format will encourage student participation- lectures will  use less than approximately 
one third of the contact time, and students will undertake group work, presentations and seminar 
discussions.  
 
 
Lecture, discussion, video resources, fieldtrips 
 

Desired Outcomes On completion of the course, students should be able to: 

1. Demonstrate a knowledge and critical understanding of key issues in the changing views of 
British national identity, especially in the period since 1940 
 
2. Critically comment on a chosen fieldtrip, using a blend of personal response and research to 
illuminate what the trip has contributed to an understanding of British national identity 
 
3. Make a presentation on a chosen primary source: film, video, novel, document, or portrait which 
sets the text in its context and explains its importance in an understanding of British national 
identity. 
 
4. Bring together a broad range of arguments and evidence in relation to key issues of the course.  

Assessment 
Components 

 
1.Short Essay on current images of national identity 
in the printed media and on the internet.                     By week 5   10% 
 
2.  Presentation , Group or individual on a primary text *   By week 9                  10%  
 
3.  Research Essay  (1500-2000 words)      By week 11   30%  
 
4.  Short write-up on ONE of the field-trips*                       One week after trip                   20% 
 
5.  Final ‘seen‘ examination                     Final week   20% 
 
6..  Seminar participation                     tutor allocated                              10% 
 

*Turnitin not required on these assignments because there is no standard  date for the assignment 

Failure to submit or fulfil any required course component results in failure of the class.  

 Grade Guidelines 
 
Grade A:  Excellent work. Shows a full mastery of the topic. Is well researched, well organised 
and well referenced. It shows the stamp of an individual or original approach to the problem set. 
Grade B:  Good work.  Has done the necessary research and made a clear answer to the problem 
set, using reasonable referencing.  Shows some insights. 

Grade C:  Satisfactory work.  Has done necessary research but no more. Makes attempt to answer 
the problem but perhaps not always very clearly. Rather mechanical and lacking individual 
insights.    

Grade D:  Passable work.  Meets minimum requirements but may not be very coherent or well 
argued. Perhaps not very well focussed on the problem set.  Probably based on very limited reading 
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Grade F:  Fails to meet the requirements 

 

Grade conversion 
 
NYU in London uses the following scale of numerical equivalents to letter grades: 
 
A=94-100 
A-=90-93 
 
B+=87-89 
B=84-86 
B-=80-83 
 
C+=77-79 
C=74-76 
C-=70-73 
 
D+=67-69 
D=65-66 
 
F=below 65 
Where no specific numerical equivalent is assigned to a letter grade by the class teacher, the mid 
point of the range will be used in calculating the final class grade (except in the A range, where 
95.5 will be used).   

Grading Policy 
 
 
 

Attendance Policy 
 
NYU-L has a strict policy about course attendance. No unexcused absences are permitted. 
Students should contact their class teachers to catch up on missed work but should NOT approach 
them for excused absences.  Excused absences will usually only be considered for serious, 
unavoidable reasons such as personal ill –health or illness in the immediate family. Trivial or non-
essential reasons will not be considered.  
 
Please note that you will need to ensure that no make-up classes – or required excursions - have 
been organised before making any travel plans for the semester.  
 
All absences due to illness must be reported on the first day of absence via phone (Freephone 
0800 316 0469) or email (nyu.in.london@nyu.edu).  Absences due to illness must be discussed 
with the Assistant Director for Student Life. You will be asked to complete an Excused Absence 
Form (which can be obtained from NYU in London staff) and you will also need to produce a valid 
doctor’s note, having sought treatment for the illness within one week of your return to class.  
 
Absence requests for non-illness purposes must be discussed with the Assistant Director for 
Academic Affairs prior to the date(s) in question – no excused absences for non-illness purposes 
can be applied retrospectively.   
 
Unexcused absences will be penalized by deducting 3% from the student’s final course mark.   
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Students are responsible for making up any work missed due to absence.   
 
Unexcused absences from exams are not permitted and will result in failure of the exam.  If you are 
granted an excused absence from examination (with authorisation, as above), your lecturer will 
decide how you will make-up the assessment component, if at all (by make-up examination, extra 
coursework, viva voce (oral examination), or an increased weighting on an alternate assessment 
component, etc.).     
 
NYU-L also expects students to arrive to class promptly (both at the beginning and after any 
breaks) and to remain for the duration of the class.  If timely attendance becomes a problem it is the 
prerogative of each instructor to deduct a mark or marks from the final grade of each late arrival 
and each early departure. 
 
Please note that for classes involving a field trip or other external visit, transportation difficulties 
are never grounds for an excused absence.  It is the student’s responsibility to arrive at an agreed 
meeting point in a punctual and timely fashion.   
 
Please refer to the Student Handbook for further details.   
 

Late Submission of 
Work 
 

(1) Written work due in class must be submitted during the class time to the professor.  
 
(2) Late work should be submitted in person to the Administrative Assistant for Academic Affairs 
in office hours (Mon – Fri, 10:30 – 17:30), who will write on the essay or other work the date and 
time of submission, in the presence of the student.  Another member of the administrative staff can 
accept the work, in person, in the absence of the Administrative Assistant for Academic Affairs and 
will write the date and time of submission on the work, as above.  Please also send an electronic 
copy to Becky Kelley (becky.kelley@nyu.ac.uk) for submission to Turnitin.    
 
(3) Work submitted within 5 weekdays after the submission time without an agreed extension 
receives a penalty of 10 points on the 100 point scale. 
 
(4) Written work submitted after 5 weekdays after the submission date without an agreed extension 
fails and is given a zero. 
 
(5) Please note end of semester essays must be submitted on time.   

Plagiarism Policy 
 
Plagiarism: the presentation of another person’s words, ideas, judgment, images or data as though 
they were your own, whether intentionally or unintentionally, constitutes an act of plagiarism. 
 
All students must submit an electronic copy of each piece of their written work to 
www.turnitin.com and hand in a printed copy with the digital receipt to their professor.  Late 
submission of work rules apply to both the paper and electronic submission (see section 12 
below) and failure to submit either copy of your work will result in automatic failure in the 
assignment and possible failure in the class.   
 
Electronic Submission 
All students must submit an electronic copy of their written work to www.turnitin.com. This 
database will be searched for the purpose of comparison with other students’ work or with other 
pre-existing writing or publications, and other academic institutions may also search it. The 
database is managed by JISC (Joint Information Systems Council) and has been established with 
the support of the Higher Education Funding Council for England.   
 
In order for you to be able to submit your work onto the Turnitin website, you will need to set up 
an account: 
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1) Go onto the Turnitin website http://www.turnitin.com 
2) Click ‘New Users’ in the top right hand corner 
3) Select user type of ‘student’ 
4) Enter your class ID & Turnitin class enrollment password (these will be e-mailed to you after 
the drop/add period, or contact Becky Kelley if you have misplaced these at 
becky.kelley@nyu.ac.uk) 
5) Follow the online instructions to create your profile. 
 
To submit your work for class, you will then need to:  
 
1) Log in to the Turnitin website 
2) Enter your class by clicking on the class name 
3) Next to the piece of work you are submitting (please confirm the due date), click on the 
‘submit’ icon 
4) Enter the title of your piece of work 
5) Browse for the file to upload from wherever you have saved it (USB drive, etc.), please ensure 
your work is in Word or PDF format, and click ‘submit’ 
6) Click ‘yes, submit’ to confirm you have selected the correct paper (or ‘no, go back’ to retry) 
7) You will then have submitted your essay onto the Turnitin website. 
8) Please print your digital receipt and attach this to the hard copy of your paper before you 
submit it to your professor (this digital receipt appears on the web site, immediately after you 
submit your paper and is also sent to your e-mail address).  Please also note that when a paper is 
submitted to Turnitin all formatting, images, graphics, graphs, charts, and drawings are removed 
from the paper so that the program can read it accurately.  Please do not print the paper in this form 
to submit to your lecturers, as it is obviously pretty difficult to read!  You can still access the exact 
file you uploaded by clicking on the ‘file’ icon in the ‘content’ column.  
 
Please also see the Late Submission of Work policy, above.   
 
Students must retain an electronic copy of their work for one month after their grades are posted 
online on Albert and must supply an electronic copy of their work if requested to do so by NYU in 
London.  Not submitting a copy of a piece of work upon request will result in automatic 
failure in the assignment and possible failure in the class.  NYU in London may submit in an 
electronic form the work of any student to a database for use in the detection of plagiarism, without 
further prior notification to the student.  
 
Penalties for confirmed cases of plagiarism are set out in the Student Handbook. 
 

Required Text(s) 
 
David Morley  & Kevin Robins (eds.) British Cultural Studies: Geography, Nationality, and 
Identity,   Oxford University Press:2001 (0-19-874206-1) 
 
Paul Ward, Britishness Since 1870, Routledge: 2004 (0-415-22017-3) 
 
  
 

Further Reading 
(recommended). 
Copies in NYU-L 
course collection at 
Senate House Library 

 
Linda Colley, Britons: Forging the Nation 1707-1837, Yale University Press; 3rd edn. 2009 ( 978-
0300152807) 
Robert Colls, Identity of England,  OUP, new edn., 2004, 978-0199269945 

Simon Featherstone, Englishness: Twentieth-century Popular Culture and the Forming of English 
Identity,  Edinburgh University Press: 2008 (978-0748623655) 

Andrew Gamble  & Tony Wright (eds.) Britishness: Perspectives on the British Question, Wiley, 
& Political Quarterly : 2009 (978-1-4051-9269-9) 
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Krishan Kumar, The Making of English National Identity, Cambridge University Press: 2003 (978-
0521777360) 
 
Peter Mandler, The English National Character: The History of  an Idea from Edmund Burke to 
Tony  Blair, Yale University Press,  2006 (0-300-12052-4) 
 
Jeffrey Richards,  Film and British National Identity: from Dickens to "Dad's Army, Manchester 
University Press: 1987 (978-0719047435)  
 
Raphael Samuel (ed.) Patriotism: The Making and Unmaking of  British National Identity, vol. 1: 
History and Politics, Routledge: 1989 (0-415-01307-0 
 
Richard Weight, Patriots. National Identity in Britain 1940-2000, Pan:2003 (978-0330491419) 
 
Norman Davies, The Isles, A History, Macmillan:2000  (0333692837) 
 
N.B. This list is only indicative.  A full reading list will be given at first session. If you wish to see 
this in advance or for any advice  please contact the tutor via e-mail, philip.woods@tiscali.co.uk  

Internet Research  
Guidelines 

 
The careful  and critical use of internet resources is encouraged and  a list of recommended 
websites will be given 

Additional Required 
Equipment  

 
None 
 

Session 1 
 
25 January 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friday 
28 January 
 

 
Introduction.  Introduction to the course: Images of British national identity: what are they and 
how have they been created?  Tradition versus modernity .   
 
Primary sources: Tourist literature/websites; film; heritage sites; political use of national identity 

Video: The Union Flag (BBC:3.8.06) 

Websites: http://www.britannia.com/ 

http://www.bta.org.uk/ 

http://www.visitbritain.org/insightsandstatistics/publications/topicprofiles.aspx 

http://www.thisengland.co.uk/ 

http://www.britain-info.org/ http://www.visitbritain.org/aboutus/marketing/brand/index.aspx 

 
 
Strongly recommended  co-curricular fieldtrip to Greenwich 

Session 2 
 
1 February 

 
Debates on the formation of British national identity: Issues of British exceptionalism   (a) 
pre-1880 
Required Reading 
Linda Colley     Forging the Nation 1707-1837; pp. 1-54 especially  

Introduction (pp.1-9) and Conclusions (pp.364-375) 
Paul Ward    Britishness Since 1870, Intro.  ‘Being British’  



 

Page 7 of 12 

 
Further Reading 
Joseph Hardwick                 review of Linda Colley’s Britons 

http://www.york.ac.uk/ipup/projects/britishness/discussion/coll
ey.html#f2  [opens up links to other critiques of Colley] 

David Willetts,  ‘England and Britain, Europe and the Anglosphere’, in Gamble 
& (eds.) Britishness: Perspectives on the British Question, pp. 
54-61  

 
T.M. Devine (ed.)   Scotland and the Union: 1707-2007, Edinburgh University  

Press 2008, inc. Devine ‘Three hundred years of the Anglo-
Scottish union’ pp. 1-19 [on order] 

 
Norman Davies,                  The Isles, A History, Macmillan:2000, esp. pp. 424-434 
 
 

Session 3 
 
8  February 

 
Debates on the formation of British national identity:  (b) 1880-1980 
 
 
Required Reading 
 
Paul Ward    Britishness Since 1870; esp. Chs. 1&2 
or 
Richard Weight Patriots. National Identity in Britain 1940-2000, Pan:2003, ch. 

1 ‘Warriors’ 
or 
Krishan Kumar  ’”Englishness” and English National Identity’, in 

David Morley  &  Robins (eds.)  British 
Cultural Studies: Geography, Nationality, and 
Identity, Oxford University Press:2001, pp. 41-55 

 
Further Reading 
 
R.Colls & P.Dodd,  Englishness: Politics and Culture, 1880-1920, 

Croom Helm: 1987 (978-0709945628) 
 
 
 

Session 4 
 
15  February 

Empire & its Legacy 
 

Required Reading 
Paul Ward    Britishness Since 1870,ch. 1 ‘Monarchy and Empire’ 
 
Catherine Hall   ‘British Cultural Identities and the Legacy of the 
Empire’  

in Morley & Robins (eds.)  British Cultural 
Studies: Geography, Nationality, and Identity , pp 
27-39 
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OR 
Denis Judd,   ‘Britain: Land of Hope and Glory?’ , History Today, 

49, 4 , April 1999, pp.18-24 [P] 
 
Further Reading 
Wendy Webster  Englishness and Empire 1939-1965 , OUP:2007  
                                                (978-0199226641) introduction 
 
A.S. Thompson   The Empire Strikes Back: The Impact of Imperialism 
                                                on Britain from the  Mid-Nineteenth Century (2006) 
 
 

Session 5 
 
22 February 

 
War and the height of national unity- the People’s War?  The Welfare State.  
 
Angus Calder    The Myth of the Blitz, Pimlico, new. Edn.: 1992  
                                               (978-0712698207) 
 
Lucy Noakes   War and the British: Gender and National Identity,   
                                                1939, I.B. Tauris:1997 (978-1860643064)  
Harold Smith (ed.)    War and Social Change: British Society in the  
                                                Second World War, Manchester University Press:  
                                                1986, esp. introduction & article by Jose Harris 
 
Visit to Imperial War Museum 
 
1st Short essay due 

Session 6 
 
1 March 

Required Reading 
 
Jeffrey Richards   Film and British National Identity: from Dickens to  
                                               "Dad's Army, ch. 1 ‘National Identities’ 
 
Further Reading 
 James Chapman   The British at War: Cinema, State and Propaganda, 
                                                1939-45, I B Tauris : 2000 (978-1860646270)  esp.  
                                                ch. 7 ‘The People’s War’ 
 
Humphrey Jennings  Listen to Britain; The Heart of Britain (DVDs) 
 
Nicholas Reeves                               The Power of Film Propaganda: Myth or Reality?, London  
                                                           : Cassell, 1999, ch. 4 ‘Official Film Propaganda in Britain  
                                                             During the Second World War’ 
 
 

 

Session 7 
 

 
 
 
Political Institutions and national identity- Parliament and Monarchy-  
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8  March 
 
              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Required Reading 
 
David Cannadine               ‘The Context, Performance and Meaning of Ritual:  
                                                 The British Monarchy and the 'Invention of  
                                                 Tradition,' c.1820-1977," in Eric Hobsbawm and  
                                                 Terence Ranger, The Invention of Tradition ,  
                                                 Cambridge University Press: 1992, Canto edn.,  
                                                 (978-0521437738 ) , pp. 101-164 
Further Reading 
 
Jeffery Richards,   ‘The Monarchy and Film 1900-2006’ in Andrzej  

Olechnowicz (ed.) The Monarchy and the British 
Nation, 1870 to the Present, Cambridge University 
Press: 2007 (978-0521844611) 

 

Session 8 
 
15  March 

 
Cultural Institutions and British National Identity: the BBC , the Arts 
Council and Museums/Galleries.  
Required Reading 
BBC 
 
Curran, J.  and                     Power Without Responsibility.  The Press and 
Seaton, J.  Broadcasting in Britain (Routledge, 7th edn. 2009) 978-

0415466998, Part II ‘Broadcasting History’ SH NYU 
Further Reading 
Arts Policy 
 R. Hewison  The Heritage Industry.  Britain  in a Climate of Decline 

(Methuen:1987, 0413161102) SH 
 Andrew Sinclair                  Arts and Cultures: The History of the Fifty Years of 

The Arts Council of Great Britain, (Sinclair-Stevenson:1995, 
185619342x) 

J. Minihan  The Nationalisation of Culture: the development of state 
subsidies to the arts in Great Britain (Hamilton: 1997, 
0241895375)SH 

 
 
Fieldtrip to National Portrait Gallery

Session 9 
 
22  March 

 
Challenges to a unified national identity:  end of empire; membership of Europe;  post-war 
immigration 
 
Required Reading 
P.Addison & H. Jones (eds.) A Companion to Contemporary Britain Blackwell, new  

edn.: 2007 (978-1405167307) 
ch. 27 ‘The End of Empire’  pp. 482-98 
ch. 28 ‘The Anglo-American Special Relationship’ pp.499- 
516 
ch.29   ‘Britain and Europe’ pp. 517-538 

 
Further Reading 
J.W. Young   Britain and European Unity, 1945-1999, (Palgrave  

Macmillan:2nd edn. 2000) 0333741129 
S. George    Awkward Partner, Britain in the European Union  
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(OUP:1998) 0198782233,  esp. conclusion 
 
 
Final date for Presentations on Primary text  
 
 
 
 
 

Session 10 
29 March 

 
Multi-culturalism and the debate on Britishness.  
Background Reading  
 
G. Singh & T.D. Singh                  Sikhs in Britain: the Making of a Community, (Zed Books:  

2006)  
Rachel Lichtenstein                 On Brick Lane (Penguin:2008) 
 
 
Fieldtrip to Southall or Brick Lane 
 

Session 11 
 5 April 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Post-war immigration: from integration to multiculturalism 

Required Reading 
Paul Ward    Britishness Since 1870, ch. 6 ‘A New Way of Being  
    British: Ethnicity and Britishness’  
 
A. Adonis. A  & S.Pollard,  A Class Act: the Myth of Britain’s Classless Society,  
    Penguin, 1998 ( 978-0140261004), ch.9 ‘Race’ 
 
Further Reading 
Kathleen Paul.                                   ‘Communities of Britishness: migration in the last gasp of  
                                                           empire.’ in Stuart Ward (ed.) British Culture and the End of  
                                                          Empire (Manchester University Press: 2001). pp.160-199.  
                                                          [on the attitudes behind immigration policy] 
 
M. Phillips &  T. Phillips               Windrush: The Irresistible Rise of Multi-Racial Britain  
    (Harper Collins: 2009) 978-0006530398 
 
http://movinghere.org.uk/   Moving Here: 200 Years of Migration in England 
 
Research essay due 

 

Session 12 
 
12  April 
 
 
 

Devolution- the challenge of Scottish and Welsh nationalism 

Required Reading 

Paul Ward   Britishness Since 1870, ch. 7 ‘Outer Britain’ 

Robert Hazell    ‘Britishness and the Future of the Union’ in David Morley   

N.B.  Friday 25 March 2.44 pm . Required Fieldtrip  to Houses of 
Parliament.  Meet at St Stephens entrance opposite Parliament Square at 
2.35pm 
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& Kevin Robins (eds.)                British Cultural Studies: Geography, Nationality, and  
Identity, pp. 101-111 

 
Further Reading 
Bill Jones    ‘Devolution’ ch. 14  in B. Jones et al Politics UK (Pearson:  

2006)  1405832401 
Christopher Harvie   Scotland and Nationalism: Scottish Society and Politics  
1707 to the Present, Routledge 

Session 13 
 
3 May 

Sport: from amateur to professional  

 
Adrian Smith & Dilwyn Porter        Sport and National Identity in the Post-war World,  

Routledge: 2004 (978-0415283014),  Introduction, ’Sport  
and National Identity in Contemporary England’, pp. 10-31   

Mike Cronin,                                   ‘The imperial game in crisis: English cricket and 
                                                         decolonisation’ in Stuart Ward (ed.) British Culture and  
                                                          the End of Empire, (Manchester University Press: 2001)  
                                                          pp. 111-127 
 
Further Reading: 
Holt, R.                  Sport and the British: A Modern History, OUP 1999 
Holt, R & Mason, T.  Sport in Britain, 1845-2000 , 2000  
John Horne et al.(eds.)                Understanding Sport: An Introduction to the Sociological  

and Cultural Analysis of  Sport, Routledge: 1999 
Chariots of Fire (DVD) dir. Hugh Hudson (1981)  
 

Session 14 
 
10 May 

 

Do we need a British identity?  How does it need to be defined and inculcated? 

Required Reading: 

Gordon Brown’s speech 

Paul Ward,    Britishness Since 1870, conclusion  [optimistic that Britain  
will hold together] 

 
Davies, Norman,                              The Isles: A History. (London: Macmillan, 1999), pp. 870- 
                                                          886  [pessimistic that Britain will hold together] 
 
A.Gamble  &  T.Wright (eds.)         Britishness: Perspectives on the British Question, Wiley, &  

Political Quarterly : 2009 (978-1-4051-9269-9) esp.  
introduction: the Britishness Question, pp.1-9 

 

Session 15 
 
17  May 
 

 
Final Seen Examination. Two hours 10-12 
 

 

Classroom Etiquette 
 
Eating is not permitted in any classrooms in 6 Bedford Square or at Birkbeck College.  Please 
kindly dispose of rubbish in the bins provided.   

Required Co-
curricular Activities 

 
Students are required to join the student life trip to Greenwich ( Friday 22nd January)  
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Suggested Co-
curricular Activities 

 
To be announced 
 

 
 


