
Academic Guidelines for Students 

The College Core Curriculum, College of Arts and Science 

To help foster common academic expectations among students and instructors, the following guide-
lines for Core courses are offered to students.  While these represent minimum expectations across 
the curriculum, individual faculty members may set additional course requirements.  Students should 
therefore consult the course syllabus for details of policies in each class. 
 

Attendance 
Inasmuch as students have voluntarily sought admission to the University, they are expected to attend 
all class meetings, including all lectures and all meetings of associated recitation, workshop, or laboratory 
sections.  Students may be excused for documented medical or personal emergency and will receive 
reasonable accommodation for the observance of religious holidays.  In these cases, they should con-
tact their instructors in advance or, in cases of emergency, as soon as is practicable.  Students are re-
sponsible for making up any material or assignments they miss. 
 

Classroom Decorum 
The classroom is a space for free and open inquiry and for the critical evaluation of ideas, and it should 
be free of personal prejudice.  Students and instructors alike have an obligation to all members of the 
class to create an educational atmosphere of mutual trust and respect in which differences of opinion 
can be subjected to deliberate and reasonable examination without animus. 

As a matter of courtesy to their fellow students and instructors, students should arrive at class 
promptly, prepared and ready to participate.  Students are reminded particularly to shut off cellular 
telephones and, except in cases of emergency, to remain in the classroom for the duration of the lecture 
or section meeting.  If it is necessary to leave or enter a room once class has begun, students should 
do so quietly and with as little disruption as possible.  Under University policy, disruptive classroom 
behavior may be subject to faculty review and disciplinary sanction. 

Note that it is within the discretion of individual faculty members to establish other classroom policies 
such as prohibiting use of laptop or tablet computers, e-readers, or mobile telephones. 
 

Completion of Assignments 
Students are expected to submit course work on time and to retain copies of their work until a final 
grade has been received for the course.  Instructors are not obliged to accept late work and may assign 
a failing or reduced grade to such assignments. 

Students who encounter sudden and incapacitating illness or an other comparably grave circum-
stance that prevents them from completing the final examination or assignment in a course may re-
quest a temporary mark of Incomplete from the course instructor.  To receive an Incomplete, students 
must have completed all other requirements for the course, including satisfactory attendance, and 
there must be a strong likelihood they will pass the course when all work is completed. 
 

Questions and Concerns 
Up-to-date course information is available on the Core Curriculum website:  http://core.cas.nyu.edu.  
Questions, concerns, comments, and feedback may be directed to the following members of the Core 
Curriculum staff, located in 903 Silver Center, 212-998-8119.  Complaints will remain confidential. 

Director Prof. Thomas Ertman   core.cas@nyu.edu 
FSI Director of Undergraduate Studies Prof. Trace Jordan   core.cas@nyu.edu 
FCC Director of Undergraduate Studies Prof. Vincent Renzi   core.cas@nyu.edu 
Department Administrator Mr. Daniel Holub daniel.holub@nyu.edu  
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