
CORE-UA 105: Elementary Statistics
Fall 2019

• Instructor: Dr. Charmaine Sia

– e-mail: sia@cims.nyu.edu. Please include “Elementary Statistics” in the subject line.

– Office: Warren Weaver Hall 706

– Office hours: Tuesdays 2:00–3:00 pm, Wednesdays 4:00–5:00 pm (walk-in) or by appoint-
ment

• Teaching assistants

– Jialu Xie, jx1007@nyu.edu, office hours: Mondays 3:00–5:00 pm in 60 Fifth Avenue 402

– Gabriel Labrousse, gjl317@nyu.edu, office hours: Tuesdays 8:00–10:00 am in Warren
Weaver Hall 605

• Course information

– Lecture time and location: Tuesdays & Thursdays 3:30–4:45 pm in Global Center for Aca-
demic & Spiritual Life C95

– Recitation time and location: You must register for one of the following recitation sections.

∗ Fridays 9:30–10:45 am in Global Center for Academic & Spiritual Life 375 with Jialu
Xie
∗ Fridays 11:00 am–12:15 pm in Silver Center for Arts & Science 403 with Jialu Xie
∗ Fridays 8:00–9:15 am in Silver Center for Arts & Science 621 with Gabriel Labrousse
∗ Fridays 9:30–10:45 am in Silver Center for Arts & Science 509 with Gabriel Labrousse

There is no recitation during the first week.

– Course website: https://newclasses.nyu.edu/portal/site/abd24f95-c766-4d29-
b45c-8b1378ad04b8

– Textbook: Charles Henry Brase and Corrinne Pellillo Brase, Understanding Basic Statistics,
8th edition, Cengage Learning, 2018
This is available to you as an e-book on the online homework platform WebAssign.

• Course outline

– Introduction to statistics and probability appropriate for students who may require such for
their chosen field of study. Actual survey and experimental data are analyzed. Topics include
the description of data, elementary probability, random sampling, mean, variance, standard
deviation, statistical tests, and estimation. For a less rigorous introduction to such topics,
students are encouraged to register for another Quantitative Reasoning course.

• Grade breakdown and test dates

– WebAssign homework: 5%, usually due weekly on Tuesdays at 11:59 pm.
Access to WebAssign must be purchased. Instructions to access WebAssign through the link
on the NYU Classes course website are available at http://www.nyu.edu/servicelink/
KB0014558.
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– Written homework to be (scanned and) submitted as a single PDF file online: 10%, posted
on the NYU Classes course website and usually due weekly on Wednesdays at 11:55 pm,
except in the first two weeks and weeks of examinations (note that Homeworks 0, 1 and 2
are due in the third week as students on the waitlist may not have access to NYU Classes
before the third week).
If you are on the waitlist, please e-mail the lecturer to obtain a copy of Homeworks 1 and 2.

– Quizzes: 15%, weekly during recitation, except in the first week, weeks of examinations and
the week before the final examination. Quizzes will test topics covered during the previous
week.

– Midterm examination 1: 20%, in class on Thursday, October 10, 2019

– Midterm examination 2: 20%, in class on Thursday, November 14, 2019

– Final examination: 30%, 4:00–5:50 pm on Thursday, December 19, 2019.

– No extra credit projects will be offered

• Homework, quiz and examination policy

– Late homework will not be accepted for credit. This includes homework which the file meta-
data indicates was created before the deadline but which was not submitted on time. Home-
work will be accepted for credit after the due date only under the following circumstances:

∗ NYU Classes is unavailable at the time homework is due as it is undergoing maintenance.
In this case, please e-mail me a screenshot of the Service Status page and I will extend
the due date by a day for the entire section.
∗ An e-mail confirmation was received for assignment submission but NYU Classes subse-

quently indicates “No Submission.” In this case, please forward the e-mail confirmation
to me together with your homework once you discover the issue.

NYU Classes will only allow you to submit a single file. I have given the graders permission
to reject homework submitted in formats other than PDF. It is your responsibility to convert
files in other formats to PDF and merge multiple PDF files into one if necessary (search online
for “JPG to PDF” and “merge PDF” for free online tools to do so), upload the file sufficiently
ahead of the deadline to allow time for unexpected events, check that you received an e-
mail confirmation for assignment submission and check that the file was uploaded correctly
(extension shown should be “.pdf”). Homework submitted by e-mail will not be accepted
unless prior permission has been explicitly given.

– You are permitted a single one-day homework extension during the semester: the first home-
work submitted within a day after the due date will be graded as submitted on time for credit.
Subsequent homework submitted within a day after the due date will be graded but not for
credit. Homework submitted more than a day after the due date will not be graded.

– You are permitted to discuss homework with fellow students, but homework must be written
in your own words.

– Missed quizzes will not be made up, with the exception of Quiz 1 for students who only
joined the section in the third week. If a quiz is missed for a valid reason (documented
illness, university-sanctioned event, religious holiday or emergency), the percentage of the
total grade which that quiz constitutes will be distributed among the remaining quizzes. This
will be represented in the Gradebook by a blank (as opposed to 0) score. You must e-mail
the lecturer and teaching assistant documentation for missing a quiz for a valid reason for
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a score of 0 to be changed to a blank score. Students who missed Quiz 1 because they only
joined the section in the third week should contact their teaching assistant as soon as possible
to make up Quiz 1.

– Questions regarding quiz grading should be directed to your teaching assistant first.

– The lowest quiz score and written homework score will be dropped.
As with any assessment software for which answers in multiple formats are possible, We-
bAssign answers which are essentially correct may occasionally be graded as incorrect due
to format issues. In order to take this into account in a way that minimizes inconvenience,
the lowest five WebAssign scores will be dropped in the final grade calculation. Please do
not further contact the lecturer to fix scores for WebAssign assignments where answers that
are essentially correct are graded as incorrect due to format issues.

– Only a limited number of out-of-sequence examinations can be accommodated due to limited
availability of rooms and proctors. Out-of-sequence examinations may be approved in the
following cases:

∗ Documented medical excuse
∗ University-sanctioned event such as an athletic tournament or a performance. Athletic

practices and rehearsals do not qualify. Please request a supervisor or faculty advisor to
contact the lecturer.
∗ Religious holiday
∗ Extreme hardship such as a family emergency

Out-of-sequence examinations will not be accommodated for purposes of more convenient
travel, including already purchased tickets. Scheduled out-of-sequence examinations (those
not arising from emergencies) must be taken before the actual test. Please contact the lec-
turer at least a week in advance to schedule them.

– If you miss an examination due to an emergency, you must e-mail the lecturer written doc-
umentation within 2 days of the missed examination or immediately after you return to
school.

– Only basic calculators are permitted on quizzes and examinations. Scientific calculators,
graphing calculators and mobile phone calculators are not permitted on quizzes and exami-
nations.

• Academic integrity

– You are expected to follow codes of academic integrity as specified by the university and the
College of Arts and Sciences:

∗ https://www.nyu.edu/about/policies-guidelines-compliance/policies-
and-guidelines/academic-integrity-for-students-at-nyu.html

∗ https://cas.nyu.edu/content/nyu-as/cas/academic-integrity.html
∗ http://cas.nyu.edu/content/nyu-as/cas/academic-integrity/honor-code.
html
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