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Between Hawaii and Australia lies a collection of five islands and
twenty-nine atolls collectively known as the Marshall Islands. Every
day, its citizens’ lives are threatened by a phenomenon they don’t have
the luxury to deny: global warming. The evidence is all around them
in the form of rising tides and frequent floods (Sutter). The people of
the Marshall Islands have to live with the fact that, if nothing is done
curb climate change, their nation is likely to disappear.

It is difficult to conceive how someone can deal with the reper-
cussions of global warming on a day-to-day basis and cope psycholog-
ically with the doomsday forecast. Many citizens have to create tem-
porary barriers in order to protect their homes, and these are very like-
ly to be destroyed by the regular floods. Linber Anej, a man who has
turned to this practice, couldn’t have stated it more clearly: “I feel like
we’re living underwater” (qtd. in Davenport “The Marshall Islands”).
According to reports, many have even taken the striking measure of
leaving the country. There is no place safe from the floods, and this
sort of situation gives rise to the concept of climate refugees, which
are people displaced due to rising sea levels and desertification. The
foreign minister of the Islands, Tony A. deBrum, has continuously
tried to convey the great peril his nation is facing to powerful global
policy makers.

The United Nations climate summit reached an agreement after
nine years of struggle. It established a commitment among 195 coun-
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tries in order to reduce carbon emissions that warm up the planet. The
deal is a historical breakthrough, as stated by the United Nations sec-
retary general Ban Ki-moon: “For the first time, we have a truly uni-
versal agreement on climate change, one of the most crucial problems
on earth” (qtd. in Davenport “Nations Approve”). The resolution was
based on scientific facts and prevention strategies, as well as conserva-
tion efforts. It will not, however, solve climate change on its own.
Scientists state that, at its best, the resolution will cut greenhouse gas
emissions enough to prevent an increase in more than 2 degrees
Celsius on the planet. If the Earth were to warm up more than that,
the world would face terrible repercussions not unlike the ones suf-
fered by the Marshall Islands’ citizens: rising sea levels, severe
droughts and flooding, water and food shortages, and destructive
storms.

Scientists have been clear on the causes and consequences of glob-
al warming, and there is a nearly universal consensus that climate
change is driven by human activity (“Teaching the Truth”).
Paradoxically, American society is still divided between those who
accept climate change and those who deny it. These two groups
debate about scientific facts, and, perhaps even more significantly, on
how the young should be taught about climate change. Education
shapes a person’s beliefs and convictions, and the information some-
one internalizes is bound to affect their future decisions and actions.

Misinformation on climate change is frighteningly common, with
a 2014 Yale study concluding that 35 percent of Americans believe
that climate change is caused by natural phenomena rather than
human activity (“Teaching the Truth”). Deniers want to pass on their
disbelief through the education system, and they tend to push for a
certain wording in the textbooks bought by schools. They do not
believe in the scientific consensus and thereby argue that alarmist dic-
tion amounts to “a one-sided global-warming climate-change agenda”
(Foran). They deem global warming as a myth or deny that it is main-
ly caused by human activity. They think that climate change should
be referred to as something pliable. Many conservative groups have
taken action to achieve this sort of wording edit in texts. One of them
is the Truth in Texas Textbooks coalition, an organization of volun-
teer activists who want global warming to be taught as an opinion
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rather than as a fact (Foran). They have implemented a plan to rate
textbooks that deem global warming as settled science with low
marks, so they are less likely to sell. Even if they are used by schools,
the coalition hopes that public pressure will inspire teachers to teach
climate controversy. Members argue that they want for children to
hear the truth, and do not want to instill unnecessary fear in children
“that either we’re going to run out of something or overpopulate the
Earth” (Foran).

Conservatives have struggled to implement their agenda, howev-
er. They faced setbacks due to other organizations that hold opposite
beliefs and agree with the scientific consensus of man-made global
warming. Major publishers, like McGraw-Hill and Pearson, often
follow this line of thought, and have notably eliminated the passages
which cast doubt on climate change from their textbooks (Foran).
Furthermore, most states only approve of texts that do not dispute the
effect of human activity on climate change. Scientists and experts have
created a guide for school named the Next Generation Science
Standards, in which the understanding of human activities and their
connection to the release of greenhouse gases, which in turn damage
the environment, are essential to the curriculum (Foran). Moreover,
students are taught the impact of human-caused environmental
changes in an ecosystem, and how climate models worked to deter-
mine the rate and consequences of global warming. Fifteen states have
adopted these standards.

The question of how someone can deny scientific facts, even
when the repercussions of the global phenomenon are tangible, is
complex. Facts don’t work on deniers, and they can easily turn a blind
eye on the libraries of mounting evidence. Jon Hanson, a biologist and
academic on the matter, thinks this is because “[c]limate change is a
gradual, impersonal thing that always seems to live in the future” (qtd.
in Chow). Since deniers have not yet experienced first-hand the ter-
rible repercussions of global warming, their brains invent all sorts of
excuses to justify their inertia. Furthermore, he believes that “Thanks
to today’s hyperbole infused media, we’re almost numb or indifferent
to anything that isn’t about to literally kill us” (NationSwell). In this
way, society has become apathetic to the situation, as we are constant-
ly bombarded with images of tragedies around the world. The collec-

ESSAY TITLE 119



tive mindset of a social group also plays an important role, as a person
risks becoming an outsider if he or she believes in climate change but
others don’t.

A lack of acceptance of the reality of global warming is caused by
these factors and more, and it always translates into a lack of aware-
ness. If one does not understand, and does not acknowledge the sci-
entific consensus about human-driven climate change, one will not
take any measures to prevent it. The journey to consciousness gains
momentum in the classroom, as that is where people learn ways to be
critical of the world around them. This awareness is molded by the
information they are presented with, and it is only fair to present the
truth. Only by being conscious, and by actively evaluating the facts,
will a person take measures to curb global warming, even if it entails
making some sacrifices.

Humans look for comfort. Ignoring reality is unfortunately the
easy way out. To turn a blind eye on scientific studies is one thing, but
to downright ignore the situation of those already facing the repercus-
sions of climate change is another. Skepticism is healthy to a certain
degree, and to question the information we are presented with is the
key to critical thinking. However, climate change deniers aren’t truth-
seekers, and they are as blinded by their beliefs as believers can be.
Their perception of reality is so fixed, and their minds are so closed,
that anyone who attempts to convince them otherwise with facts is
bound to run into a metaphorical wall.

The Marshall Islands’ citizens cannot afford the first-world luxu-
ry of denying the truth about global warming. The conservatives’ lack
of awareness, and their enthusiasm to pass down their disbelief, is a
disrespect for all those third-world nations already suffering due to
climate change. In his speech “This Is Water,” David Foster Wallace
stated: “The really important kind of freedom involves attention and
awareness and discipline, and being able truly to care about other peo-
ple and to sacrifice for them over and over in myriad petty, unsexy
ways every day. That is real freedom . . . The alternative is uncon-
sciousness, the default-setting, the rat race, the constant gnawing
sense of having had, and lost, some infinite thing” (9). Ignorance is an
inherent, inexcusable part of inaction, considering the great amount
of empirical evidence and the first-hand testimonies of those dis-
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placed from their homes. To be aware of what is going on entails
being momentarily blinded by the harsh light of reality, but as the eyes
adjust to the clarity, the person will become more free: to help others,
to pass on their wisdom, and most significantly to sacrifice themselves
for the sake of the greater good that is humanity.
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